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        Guidelines for Foreign Tourists in Türkiye 

Traveling abroad can be an exciting experience, but it can also create anxiety due to unfamiliar 
languages and cultures. Each country has its own specific rules, restrictions, and legal 
requirements, and violating these can result in fines or other penalties. Below are some general 
behavioral guidelines to keep in mind when visiting Türkiye. 

1. Do Not Litter 

One of the most important rules in many countries, including Türkiye, is not to litter. In many 
places, including Germany, the Netherlands, the UK, and Singapore, littering is subject to heavy 
fines. Türkiye, like many European countries, has specific waste segregation systems, so it's 
crucial to dispose of waste in the correct bins, according to the type of waste. 

2. Do Not Block Bicycle Paths 

Countries like Germany, Switzerland, Sweden, Canada, and the Netherlands, where cycling is very 
common, have dedicated bike lanes. In Türkiye, the use of bicycle paths is growing as well. These 
paths are exclusively for cyclists, and pedestrians should not walk on them. Blocking a bicycle 
lane with pedestrians creates hazards for both cyclists and pedestrians. Be mindful and avoid 
crossing these paths when cyclists are approaching. 

3. Avoid Unwanted Physical Contact 

In Türkiye, physical contact, especially touching someone's head, is considered inappropriate. 
Due to cultural and religious beliefs, it is especially frowned upon to touch women or children. 
Be mindful of personal space and avoid unnecessary touching or close physical contact. 

4. Respect Traffic Rules 

Traffic rules vary from country to country, so it’s important to familiarize yourself with the local 
rules before driving. If you are driving in Türkiye, following traffic laws is crucial to avoid fines. 
Make sure you understand road signs, speed limits, and other regulations to ensure a safe and 
legal driving experience. 

5. Food Service Etiquette and Tipping 

It’s important to be aware of restaurant operating hours and not to be overly insistent with staff. 
Tipping practices also vary from country to country, and in Türkiye, leaving an appropriate tip is 
a sign of appreciation for good service. A small tip is generally expected, but the exact amount 
may depend on the quality of service. Be mindful of local customs to avoid miscommunication. 

6. Don’t Engage in Excessive Conversation 

In many countries, including Türkiye, engaging in long or unwanted conversations with strangers 
is considered inappropriate, especially if there is no clear purpose. While politeness is appreciated, 
try not to monopolize people's time, and avoid unnecessary small talk. 

7. Respect Religious Beliefs 

Each country has its own religious beliefs and practices, and it’s important to be respectful of 
these. Before traveling to a new country, research the local religious customs. In Türkiye, for 
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example, it’s important to dress modestly when visiting places of worship (mosques), avoid 
speaking loudly, set your phone to silent mode, and remove your shoes when entering 

religious sites. These basic rules help ensure you are respectful of the local culture. 

8. Avoid Inappropriate Jokes 

In Türkiye, jokes that are degrading, sexual, or related to religion are not well-received. Humor 
should be kept light-hearted and respectful. Making jokes at someone else’s expense or on 
sensitive topics may cause discomfort or even conflict. 

9. Dress Appropriately 

While there are no strict dress codes in public areas, it is important to dress appropriately, 
especially in religious or formal settings. Internationally recognized ethical and moral standards 
should guide your clothing choices. Modesty and respect for the culture are important when 
visiting public spaces, such as religious sites or formal events. 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


